
Second Wave of Catastrophic Flooding in Chennai (Tamil Nadu), India
Legend
Flood  Date      : 03 Decem ber 2015
Satellite Im ag e : ALOS-2 PALSAR -2

18 February 2015
Combined 18 February and
30 September 2015
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Satellite images of 03 December 2015

03 Dec. 2015 (Post Disaster)
R iver/Perm anent water Th e d epic tion and  u se of bou nd aries, g eog raph ic  nam es and related  d ata sh own in th ese

m aps are based  on th e sou rces th ey have been drawn from  and qu oted . These are neither
error-free nor d o they im ply offic ial end orsem ent or the position of IWMI.
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Last m onth  saw Chennai’s wettest Novem ber in a centu ry. Hom e to 4.3 m illion people, the c ity’s rainfall of 490 m m  on 1
Decem ber was th e h ig h est in 100 years. The resu lt has been wid espread flood ing  with  m any parts of the conu rbation u nd er
water. Over 250 people are feared dead, with  m any m ore m ade h om eless.  On Th u rsd ay Prim e Minister of Ind ia Narendra Mod i
su rveyed th e su bm erg ed  state capital and ad joining  areas and annou nced  an im m ed iate relief of 300m illion USD for flood -h it
Tam il Nad u . Other areas of Tam il Nad u  and  And h ra Pradesh  are also affec ted  by flood water.

IWMI in c ooperation with  Sentinel Asia in partic u lar Japan Aerospace Exploration Ag enc y (JAXA) activated d isaster c h arter for
Decem ber 03, 2014 at 16:43h ou rs u sing  ALOS-2 PALSAR -2 im ag es. The im ag es clearly h ig h lig h t areas of stand ing  water in
and  arou nd  Ch ennai c ity. Approxim ately 25km 2 is still inu nd ated by extrem e rainfall between Nov 30 and Dec 2, 2015.
Overflowing  rivers and lakes pose ad d ed th reats to Ind ia’s fou rth  larg est c ity as th e nu m ber of troops deployed  in resc u e effort is
d ou bled  to 4,000 Th ou sand s of people were trying  to escape flood ing  in th e Ind ian c ity of Chennai on 04 Dec Frid ay am id  fears
th at fu rth er heavy rain will cau se m ore destru c tion. “Th e rain is not a problem  now, it is th e overflowing  river and 30 lakes th at
c ontinu e to flood  fou r d istric ts,” a senior h om e m inistry offic ial in New Delh i told  R eu ters.
The m aps can be very well u sed by NDR F, Flood  Control R oom  and  aid  ag enc ies to u nd erstand  th e areas where flood s are
reced ing  and  stand ing  water to prepare em erg enc y response m aps in su pport of relief and resc u e operations.
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