
Second Wave of Catastrophic Flooding in Chennai (Tamil Nadu), India
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Flood Date      : 03 Decem b er 2015
Satellite Im ag e : ALOS-2 P ALSAR-2
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03 Dec. 2015 (P ost Disaster)
River/P erm anent water Th e depic tion and use of b oundaries, geog raph ic nam es and related data sh own in th ese

m aps are based on th e sources th ey h ave been drawn from  and quoted. Th ese are neith er
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Last m onth  saw Ch ennai’s wettest Novem ber in a century. Hom e to 4.3 m illion people, th e c ity’s rainfall of 490 m m  on 1
Decem ber was th e h ig h est in 100 years. Th e result h as been widespread flooding  with  m any parts of th e conurbation under
water. Over 250 people are feared dead, with  m any m ore m ade h om eless.  On Th ursday P rim e Minister of India Narendra Modi
surveyed th e sub m erg ed state capital and adjoining  areas and announced an im m ediate relief of 300m illion USD for flood-h it
Tam il Nadu. Oth er areas of Tam il Nadu and Andh ra P radesh  are also affec ted by floodwater.
IWMI in c ooperation with  Sentinel Asia in particular Japan Aerospace Exploration Ag ency (JAXA) ac tivated disaster c h arter for
Decem ber 03, 2014 at 16:43h ours using  ALOS-2 P ALSAR-2 im ages. Th e im ages c learly h ig h lig h t areas of standing  water in
and around Ch ennai c ity. Approxim ately 25km 2 is still inundated by extrem e rainfall b etween Nov 30 and Dec 2, 2015.
Overflowing rivers and lakes pose added th reats to India’s fourth  larg est c ity as th e num b er of troops deployed in rescue effort is
doub led to 4,000 Th ousands of people were trying  to escape flooding  in th e Indian c ity of Ch ennai on 04 Dec Friday am id fears
th at furth er h eavy rain will cause m ore destruc tion. “Th e rain is not a prob lem  now, it is th e overflowing river and 30 lakes th at
c ontinue to flood four distric ts,” a senior h om e m inistry offic ial in New Delh i told Reuters.
Th e m aps can b e very well used by NDRF, Flood Control Room  and aid agenc ies to understand th e areas wh ere floods are
receding and standing water to prepare em ergency response m aps in support of relief and rescue operations.
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