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The  re c e nt low pre ssure  syste m  in Ind ian Oc e an cause d  he avy rainfall across Sri Lanka sinc e  14 May 2016 causing
wid e spre ad  flood ing and  land slid e  in as m any as 19 d istricts, includ ing around  Colom b o. Ke lani Ganga is one  of the  m ain
rive r b asin in Sri Lanka whic h is curre ntly e xpe rie nc ing large  scale  flood ing and  sub se q ue nt d am age  to prope rty and
live lihood s.  Ke lani b asin re c e ive d  350 m m  of total rainfall within thre e  d ays (15 to 17 May 2016). The  wate r le ve ls of Ke lani
at Hanwe lla Gauge  was 10 ft ye ste rd ay b ut re c e d e d  to tod ay 9 ft. Most of the  runoff contrib utions are  from  rainfall in the
upstre am  hilly are a of Sri Pad a m ountain range .
IW MI re c e ive d  sate llite  im age ry from  RISAT-1 d ate d  18 May 2016 through Inte rnational Disaste r Charte r (IDC) provid e  b y
Ind ian Spac e  Re se arc h Organization (ISRO). It is e stim ate d  that the  m axim um  inund ation ob se rve d  for 18 May 2016 is
approxim ate ly 2,343 sq . km . As m e ntione d  e arlie r, m ost of this stand ing wate r are  notic e d  in ab and one d  cropland s, b anana
cultivations and  large  scale  d e vastation in house hold  are a as we ll as se ve ral road s have  b e e n d isc onne cte d  re stricting the
m ove m e nt of ge ne ral population.
The  curre nt flood ing e ve nt affe cte d  172,000 pe ople  in and  around  Colom b o, 122,000 in Gam pha and  12,757 in Ke galle
m ainly from  land slid e  re porte d  on 18 May 2016. Six to te n fe e t of flood  wate rs we re  ob se rve d  in som e  house hold  localitie s
causing untold  d am age  to rural house hold s and  gard e ns/cropland s. Are a und e r b anana cultivation and  rub b e r plantations are
also curre ntly und e r stand ing wate r. The  flood  affe cte d  Gram a N ilad hari (GN ) d ivisions inc lud e s:   Kolonnawa GN D –
W e llam pitiya, Ke lanim ulla, Gotatuwa, Ud um ulla N orth, and  Kad uwe la_GN D – W alpola, Kad uwe la, Mahad e niya, Rangala,
W e livita, Malab e  W e st, Pahala Bom iriya, Ihala Bom iriya) and  for the  Gam paha  GN  d ivisions -  Gam paha, Biyagam a,
Dom pe , Jae la, Diulapitiya b ase d  on the  re ports from  Disaste r Manage m e nt Ce nte r (DMC).

The  analysis e xc lud e d  pe rm ane nt
wate r b od ie s inc lud ing re se rvoir,
tanks and  pond s and  this re fle cts
only the  inund ation e xte nt. Ple ase
note  the  surfac e  wate r e xte nt
m appe d  has not ye t b e e n valid ate d
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