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A developing tropical cyclone has brought torrential rains over 
southern parts of the Bay of Bengal.

Meteorological Forecast from INSAT-3D (19-05-2016 at 19:30 IST)
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Field Observations in Kelani

Ganga River Basin

- The recent low pressure system in Indian Ocean 
caused heavy rainfall across Sri Lanka since 14 May 
2016 causing widespread flooding and landslide in 
as many as 19 districts, including around Colombo. 
Kelani Ganga is one of the main river basin in Sri 
Lanka which is currently experiencing large scale 
flooding and subsequent damage to property and 
livelihoods. 

- The current flooding event affected 172,000 people 
in and around Colombo, 122,000 in Gampha district

- Satellite imagery from RISAT-1 (18 May 2016) 
provide by Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) estimated inundation extent ~2,343 sq. km; 

- The flood affected Grama Niladhari (GN) divisions 
includes:   Kolonnawa GND – Wellampitiya, 
Kelanimulla, Gotatuwa, Udumulla North, and 
Kaduwela_GND – Walpola, Kaduwela, Mahadeniya, 
Rangala, Welivita, Malabe West, Pahala Bomiriya, 
Ihala Bomiriya) and for the Gampaha  GN divisions -
Gampaha, Biyagama, Dompe, Jaela, Diulapitiya

Flood affected population for 19th May 2016



Field Observations in Kelani

Ganga River Basin

- Images from flood affected areas in Colombo 
district and parts of Gampaha;

- Key locations includes Hanwella, Pugoda, 
Pahathagama, Suduwella, Thiththapaththara, 
Galagedara are severely affected by flooding 
with closer to 5 to 6 feet of standing water

- Most of the low land flooding are partially 
the abandoned paddy fields, banana 
cultivation

- Flood has caused several damages to rural 
houses with as many as 6 to 8 feet of 
standing water;

- In all these GN divisions, the flood affected 
communities are staying in flood shelters and 
government are provided food through local 
adminstraction and DMC coordination to 
address the problems faced by major 
flooding


